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FOUNDED 1744 Middle East to acquire a 


New Outlook...” 


Martin Buber, 1957 
from New Outlook’s first issue 
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that will surprise you. 


During April and May, you can enjoy a fabulous vacation - 


in Haifa and Tel Aviv. 
and pay for it in 7 monthly installments! Re T3sefully designed guest rooms 
AN PANORAMA 
In order to prove to you that Israel, too, is a land ; at day nha salsa 
of opportunity, the 7 hotels in The Dan chain ah ee ἘΔ ΟΝ ΚΝΑ, 1 Sus 
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That's right, ‘the prices are all-inclusive! 
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- of this unprecedented vacation offer: 


~ Vacation now - pay later! 
* Offer vatid until 20.5.88. 
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Reduction for children under 12. 
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Samaritan celebration 


As the tiny Samaritan community prepares for the . 
sacrificial Passover rites which fall tonight, 
Haim Shapiro talks to members about their hopes and 
concerns for the future. Photos by Karen Benzian. 


High Priest Yose) Av Hisdaz communi Ruthers for traditional Passover sacrifice; 
’ 


. a 3 ἧς 
Peeping out behind sacrificial candidates; Farouk Altif at archeological excavation dating back to Samaritan period; a community elder in the piilared synagogue. 


street scene in Nublus’ Samaritan neighbourhoed - which is ‘ton small to be called a village." 


AH TO ᾿ 


IF ‘THE JEWS of Israel think they 
have u demographic problem, they 
should find some consolation in the 
situation of the Samaritans. 

According to Radwan Altif, the 
Secretary of the Nablus-based 
branch of the community, which 
traces its history back to the time of 
Moses, there are now 527 Samari- 
tans in Nablus, including two preg- 
hant women. 

The Samaritans believe they are 
the descendants of the tribes of 
Ephraim and Manasseh, as well as 
of some members of the tribe of 
Levi. They maintain that their ver- 
sion of the Tora, in which God com- 
manded the children of Israel to 
build their sanctuary on Mount 
Gerizim, is the original. 

They reject the account in the 
Book of Kings, according to which 
they were the descendants of the 
remnants of the northern kingdom 
of Israel who were rejected by the 
exiles returning from Babylon be- 
cause they had intermarried with 
other nations. According to that 
version, when they were not allowed 
to participate in the rebuilding of 
the Temple in Jerusalem, they es- 
tablished their own cult on Mt. 
Gerizim. 

These are not easy days for a 
group which could compete for the 
litte of the smallest nation in the 
world. What with riots, bloody 
clashes and curfews, they face a 
double jeopardy, from the Arabs on 
il side and the Isracli forceson the 
other, 


THEIR REACTION to all this is to 
keep a low profile. “No politics" 
were the first words of virtually ev- 
ery miember of the community on 
being inttoduced to this reporter tast 
wee 

Earlier this year, when the cur- 
fews on Nablus coincided with Shab- 
bat, they decided to hold their Sab- 
bath services in sych a way us to 
remain inconspicuous. They began 
the moming services, as usunl, at 
dawn, when the rest of the city was 
asleep. Then, rather than return 
home whils the rest of the city was 
under curfew, they combined the 
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afternuon service with the morning 
one, and waited to go home until the 
short period when the curfew was 
lifted. 

Last week, the community was 
experiencing a certain relief of ten- 
sion. They had moved to their 
homes on Mt. Gerizim, their sacred 
mountain outside Nablus, in prepa- 
ration for the Pessah sacrifice, which 
is to take place today. Because this 
aan is a Samaritan leap year, the 

oliday falls a month after the Jew- 
ish festival. 

After a winter of abundant rain- 
fail, the mountains are greener than 
ever this spring. Wild flowers are 
abundant and the air is clear and 
crisp. The small cluster of homes, 
too small to merit the name of vil- 
lage, where the Samaritans live to- 
gether with a number of Moslem 
neighbours, has an idyllic air of calm 
about it. 


ON THE DAY of our visit, when 
Nablus was under heavy curfew, 
closed off by army roadblocks, small 
children were riding their bicycles 
back and forth on the main road- 
way, making detours for the elderly 
men strolling along in the sunshine. 

Almost hidden by the houses is 
the place of sacrifice, where some of 
the children were playing with half a 
dozen sheep tethered together. 
blissfully unaware that they were 
fated to be sacrificed today: 

Opposite the small stone pillar 
where the high priest sits is a con- 
crete trough, and nearby are the 
platforms wher: the sheep ure salted 
and the large pits in which they are 
roasted. 

Yehuda (Hamdi) Altif, who took 
us to the place of sacrifice, ex- 
plained that usually the sheep are 
roasicd in the evening and then eat- 
en until midnight, when the remain- 
der is burned, exactly as ordained in 
the Tora. This year, the sheep will 
be roasted before sundown today, 
and whatever is not eaten by mid- 
night will be put aside and burned 
tomarrow night, after the Sabbath. 

Uasked Yehuda if it didn’t bother 
him that hundreds of visitors came 
every year to watch the sacrifice. On 


the contrary, he said, he saw the 
visits in a positive light. 

51 think that Israelis should come 
and see how we continue the tradi- 
tion of the sacrifice, which the Jews 
say that, since there is no Temple, 
they cannot perform. I perform the 
sacrifice so that my sons will come 
and ask me why we do it. If we don’t 
have the sacrifice, they won't ask.” 

Radwan Altif told us that every 
member of the community comes to 
the sacrifice. The Samaritans living 
in Holon also have houses on Geri- 
zim and come a day or two before 
the festival. Those who live in Nab- 
lus usually move to Gerizim about a 
month before Pessah, depending on 
the weather. They also stay in their 
mountain homes on Shavuot and 
Succot and for a month during the 
summer. 


ACCORDING TO the high priest, 
Yosef Av Hisda, it was Jordan's 
King Hussein who bought the Sa- 
maritans’ holy place for them from 
private Moslem owners, during the 
period between 1948 and 1967. At 
that time they would go to the king 
each year to get an entry permit for 
the Holon Samaritans. Then the en- 
tire Nablus community would go to 
Jerusalem, to meet their brethren 
from Holon at the Mandelbaum 
Gate. 

Tn the last years before 1967, the 
high priest admitted, not all of the 
Holon Samaritans could come for 
the sacrifice. The Jordanians had 
begun refusing entry to those of mil- 
itary age, because as Israelis they 
served in the IDF. 

In those days, he said, they all 
stayed in tents on Mt. Gerizim. Af- 
ter the Six Day War, it was the 
Israeli government that arranged fi- 
nancing for the permanent homes. 
‘the high priest said. i 

Yosef Av Hisda also ‘explained 
some of the differences between Sa- 
maritan and Jewish practice. The 
Oner is counted from the first Shab- 
bat. after Pessah; thus Shavuot is 
always on a Sunday. The Succa is 
erected inside the house, and he 
pointed out the speciat hooks in- 
Stalled in the ceiling of his new 
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house, especially for this purpose. 
: entire community, including 
infants, fast on Yom Kippur, he told 
us, and male children are circum- 
cised on the eighth day after birth, 
whatever the state of their health. 


PROUD OF HIS heritage, the high 
priest brought out the copy he him- 
self had written of the Tora in Sa- 
maritan script. This they refer to as 
“old Hebrew,” in contrast to the 
contemporary Assyrian script used 
by Jews, which is rebarea: to as 
“new Hebrew.” ‘Then he read the 
first passages of Genesis in the Sa- 
maritan pronunciation, which was 
erga enough to be hegre 
able, just strange enough to be 
difficult. δ, 


He also showed me a much older 
copy of the Tora in the synagogue. 
This, they claim, is 3,636 years old, 
dating from the time of Joshua, four 
generations after Aaron the high 
Priest. 

The synagogue, like all the Sa- 
maritan houses of worship, faces the 
site of their Temple on Gerizim. 
The floor is covered with rugs, and 
those who enter remove their shoes. 
The worshippers sit on the floor and 
Prostrate themselves during the 
prayers. 


AS A COMMUNITY totalling, 
with those living in Holon, 800 
souls, and with no power other than 
the morat pressure of their perilous 
existence, it is not surprising that the 
Samaritans turn to every possible 
source for help. 


_Last year, after extensive contacts 
with the apostolic delegate in Jeru- 
salem, two representatives of the 
Community, the priest Elazar and its 
former secretary Farouk (Peleg) Al- 
lif, Yehuda’s brother, went to Rome 
for 8 papal audience. 

Farouk told us they stayed in 

me for a weck, as guests of the 
Vatican. They had brought a three- 
day supply of food from home, in- 
cluding cheese and leben. The rest 


Of the time they ate raw vegetables 


and jam. They ate nothing cooked 
while in Rome, for fear that animal 
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fat might have been used. Samari- 
tans will only eat meat which they 
have slaughtered themselves, he 
explained. 

During their half-hour audience 
with the pope, whom Farouk de- 
scribed as a very wise person, they 
spoke mainly of the two incidents in 
the New Testament, both of them 
positive, that mention Samaritans. 
In one, a Samaritan woman gives 
water to Jesus; in the other, the 
Good Samaritan comes to the aid of 
a traveller who has been attacked by 
robbers and has been ignored by 
ostensibly pious Jews. 


The visitors did not refer to the 
clashes between Samaritans and 
Christians in early times, nor to the 
period in which the Samaritans were 
persecuted as Christian heretics. 
But they did apparently succeed in 
making the pope aware of their pre- 
sent needs, for in their discussions in 
Jerusalem with the apostolic dele- 
gate after they returned from Rome, 
they learned that the Church had 
agreed to donate $185,000 towards 
the building of a community centre, 
which would also hold a Samaritan 


museum. ad 


The proposed gift, 2 Roman 
Catholic official in Jerusalem told 
me later, could be viewed as coming 
in the spirit of Vatican IL and its 
lesson of respect for those of all 
faiths. In particular, he said, the 
Church was concerned with preserv- 
ing the cultural heritage of this small 
community, especially in view of the 
historical association with Jesus. 


IN OUTLINING the principles of 
the Samaritan faith, Radwan Altif 
said that they believed in God, in 
the Tora, in the sanctity of Mt. Geri- 
zim, in the prophet Moses, and in 
the End of Days. 

“We know that Paradise is a big 
place and we will perhaps take some 
good people there with us. Perhaps 
we will take the pope and perhaps 
we will take you as welt,” he said 
with a smile. 

Tt was his brother Farouk who 
took us to see the site of the Mt. 
Gerizim Temple, a flat, unadorned 


slab of rock julting out of the land- 
Scape, surrounded by a wire fence. 
Nearby is the site at which, accord- 
ing to the Samaritan tradition, the 
sacrifice of Isaac took place. 

There are also the remains of a 
large building nearby, a structure 
that district archeologist Yitzhak 
Magen believes to be the sile of the 
Samaritan Temple. With all the fer- 
vour of religious polemics, Farouk 
Altif denied that this could be so, 
“You can see that this is a Byzantine 
church," he insisted. 

High above, on the very crest of 
the mountain, is a small domed 
building, a Moslem sanctuary. 
Nearby is another excavation, an 
olive press from the Samaritan peri- 
od. Here Farouk pointed to a crev- 
ice in the wall where he found an oil 
lamp with Samaritan markings, the 
only such intact lamp found in the 
entire dig. 


THE SAMARITANS’ pride in their 
past takes many forms. Last week, 
Tel Aviv University organized an 
intemational conference on Samari- 
tan studies, with the cooperation of 
Binyamim Tsedaka, a member of 
the Holon community who is the 
editor of Alef Bet, the first Samari- 
tan newspaper, which is published in 
Hebrew (both Samaritan and con- 
temporary script), Arabic and 
English. 

But the concern with the past is 
linked with an equal concern for the 
future, a concern for (he continua- 
tion of the Samaritans asa people. It 
is this concern which is at the heart 
of their refusal (0 discuss politics. 

{t is this same concern that has 
made them cognizant of the many 
Samaritans who are born deaf and 
with other disabilities due to in- 
breeding. As a result, they permit 
mariages with Jewish women, al- 
though it is difficult to find would-be 
brides who are ready to follow the 
community's strict rules of ritual 
purity. 

“The most important thing fo us is 
survival,” Tsedaka said. “Not just 
survival in a physical sense, but our 
spiritual survival es well.” o 
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ANYONE WHO HAS climbed Ma- 
sada and gazed down at the low- 
lands surrounding the 427-metre 
high fortress instantly grasps the 
strategic importance of πολ ΓΟ 
the high ground. Here about 1,000 
Jewish defenders held off mighty 
Rome, cominitting suicide in 73 CE 
rather than surrender. And here the 
IDF brought recruits to vow that 
“Masada will not fall again." 

Security remains the touchstone 
of Israeii policy. But the hady politic 
is deeply divided as to whether di- 
plomacy or dunams (retaining the 
West Bank and Gaza) can best en- 
sure peace. Nevertheless, the cur- 
rents of Middle Eastern politics are 
swift and one day Isracti leaders 
might find themselves sitting across 
a table from their erstwhile enemies. 

The scenarios vary. It could begin 
with a grand gesture, such as Anwar 
Sadat's trip to Jerusalem, or a jug- 
gernaut campaign by the superpow- 
crs, to drag their clients to negnti- 
ate. It could happen after the 
November clections or in the after- 
math of a war. But however the 
diptomatic ice iy melted, the IDF 
will have prepared a study defining, 
the nation's rock-solid) security 
needs, 

Analysts will be asked to put aside 
national and biblical considerations, 
historic boundaries and domestic 
and international political con- 
straints in devising options to ensure 
the country's long-term future. This 
task would be undertnken without 
hesitation, just as it was during the 
Camp David talks, Chief-of- 
General-Staff Dan Shomron 
recently told an Isracl Radio 
reporter. 

What reasoning will IDF strate- 
gists follow? And how should Isra- 
el’s four million defence ministers ~ 
the citizenry — judge the outcome af 
any negotiations? To answer that 
question, military men, now retired 
or In the reserves, from across the 
political spectrum were asked to 
draw the line on security. 

A key geographical feature, ac- 
cording to conventional doctrine, is 
the highland plateau that runs like a 
spine bisecting the West Bank from 
north to south. In military terms, 
this.is prime turf. 

Brigadier-Gencral: (res.) Glora 


’* [μὲν maintains that whoever holds 


these “dominant” highlands saloys 


veg decisive edge in combat. [{ ἴστε! 
. ‘were to return to the 1949 pies 


ὃ _ Hine known as the Green Line,.he 


τ᾿ sétid, the army would have to be on ἃ 


hair trigger. At the slightest hint of 
+ movement among op 
he’ said, Israel: would have (ὁ τα-. 
a, ‘To. stay at that high state of. 
rtness, reservists would have to 


“form than Was: isual until the inti. 
fada.led to prolonged service. . 


important for the sécurity of Israel,” 


t's not'just a matter of the distance’ 
from. Am#nait ta Jerusalem; it’s hl 


ing forces, © 


. with or wit! 
* this line ‘of reasoning. But 
"I think the West Bank is very. 


he sald. “Bue: the Jordan River ts: 
less | important. than the mountains. *- 


The highland plateau that runs like a spine bisecting the West 


Bank is unrelinquishable ‘prime turf.’ Or is it? Ken Schachter 
talks to experts about supe for territorial give and take. 


Michael Ratzon 


Gaza. But if it's an all or nothing 
proposition ~ the entire West Bank 
or complete withdrawal - “I'd pre- 


Matityahiu Peled (Aliza Auerbach) 


population rests on ἃ coastal plain 
14-30 kilometres wide and “domi- 
nated" by the hills of the West 


fer to stay with the territories and Bank 


ms a, Lev summed up. 
an anny the size of Isra- 
el ΟΝ scarcel Control territo 
as immense as China's, it is general- 
ly belter for forces to operate in a 
ba territory than a small one," he 
Modem aircraft also require 
more roam to maneuver. If a pilot 
(of an F-15 or an F-16) nods off to 
slee| for a moment, he's in Syria, 
said Lev, who commanded -an 


armotired unit during the Lebanon ἡ 


War. 
In recent months, revelations 


. About the missile capabilities of Syr- 


ia and Saudi ‘Arabia have led some 
commentators to suggest that the 
buffer pased by the West Bank has 


Fj - been feap-frogeed by cours 
ες Spend weeks or months more in uni-" 


fsrael's population: will be at: risk 
oat the West B 


jects the argument. “I don’ t buy this 


_ Story about missiles," he said, ‘The 
best solution for the threat οὗ mis." 


siles'is a better threat. ‘The’ stones 


(of the fatifada) are. & probiem, -but - 
not missiles. In all our wars, we did 
Detter tha! thi εἰ 


“Whoever controls the’ West 
Bank has the advantage from the 
military point of view,” Shalev said, 
“From the West Bank you can easily 
taunch an attack on the central part 
of Israel. You can't compare ἢ s to 
Sinai." 

In the event that Israel were to 
return to her pre-1967 borders and the 


lev sées danger on the Jordanian 
front. Arab forces could seize a 
large chunk of the West Bank on the 
first night of a war waged by Jordan, 
Syria, Saudi Arabia and.iraq, since 
Israel would not be a ile to 
anticipate hostile troop movements. 
The key argument here is that Israe} 
‘requires 48 hours to mobitize’ her 
reserves. Initially, at least, Israel's 

active forces: would’ be: vastly 
ouitgunned by 9-10 


could score’ some feltin 
trikes three min 


ysis rejects the 


; idssibilley of te 
tonal Ἕ compromisa. His, book, the: 
olily one on the subject, ‘outlines i in 

could refinguish ἡ 

op del Bank, ° 


ojajl‘ bow Isr 
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West Bank were demilitarized, Sha- . 


Jordan's increasingly | able air force : 
blows. It : 


᾿ trol of the West Bank, 


Aryeh Shalev 


to defend Petah Tikva; I am not 
living in Ariel for security reasons.” 


SHALEV, WHO is not affiliated 
with a political arty, stressed that 
he began his study with a blank slate 
and no underlying biases, “1 don't 
“ἂν conclusions in advance,” he 
sal 

The book begins with several 85- 
= Shalev considers ‘‘opti- 
mistic’’ — that Israel, Jordan and the 
Palestinians would negotiate; that 
they would reach a political 
ment, and that there would be a 
lengthy interim period during which 
the agreenient’s clauses would be 
carried out. 

An essential element of the ‘plant 
would commit neighbouring Arab 
countries to absorb the one million 
Palestinians now living in refugee 
camps outside the térritories. ‘In 


solved,” Shalev said. 


In addition, carly ‘warning sta- 


tons on the heights of the West 
“Bank would be ha a Shalev es- 

timates that thelc deployment would 

‘provide Israel: with ‘a 95 per cent 

Chance of det prépdrations for 

war. ἡ 

‘Should Israel ond its 


tained that Isriel would: still requite 


found forces to be stationed there.’ 

lo lists several jines of defence | 
based on the assumption that: Arab 
forces would launch’a land offensive 
acrss the Jordan River, Defensive’ 
- —o could be formed: ‘at the Jordan 


the coritext of peace, ‘that has to be: 


litical a : 
haley main- 


ions. These forces would remain in 
place “until there's another war, or 
peace is developed to such an extent 
that there's no fear” and the border 
becomes as calm as that between 
France and Belgium. Unlike the Al- 
lon Plan, in which Israel would an- 
nex a strip of territory along the 
Jordan River, but skirt heavily pop- 
ulated areas, Shalev's proposal re- 
quires almost no boundary changes. 

Still, the current political climate 
clouds the prospects of imple- 
menting his plan, Shalev conceded. 
“Unfortunately, { don’t think my 
programme is going to be discuss- 
able in the near future." 

That would be just fine with Mi- 
chael Ratzon, 8 lieutenant-colonel 
(res.) and head of Herut’s Young 
Guard. The West Bank represents 
“strategic depth” for Israel, he said, 


- but military arguments play ‘only a 


supportive role in Ratzon's view. ‘I 
don’t see settlements in Judea and 
Samaria only from a security view,” 
he said. “It's our right. It’s the first 
thing. It’s our right from the Bible.” 
Ratzon’s maximalist view also in- 
cludes the Gaza Strip, generally dis- 
counted from 8. strategic point of 
view assuming there are no armour 
concentrations. 


THE POSITION of MK Matityahu 
Peled (Progressive List for Peace) is 
almost the mirror image of Ratzon's 
position. 

After 1967, the territories were 
examined “in strictly military 
terms,” and no one suggested they 
were necessary for Israeli security, 
said Aluf (res.) Peled, former chief 
of logistics of the General Staff. On 
the contrary, the West Bank was 
seen as “an enclave surrounded on 
three sides by Israel, with Israel hav- 
ing the capability of cutting it off 
from Jordan at will. It was consid- 
ered a strategic liability for Jordan 
rather than an asset.” 

So clear was the threat of an Is- 
raeli pincer movement, Peled went 
on, that the Jordanian army de- 
ployed its forces to avoid being 
caught, Israeli concerns were fur- 
ther addressed when Jordan agreed 
not to δε απ armour concentra- 
tions or anti-aircraft systems on the 
West Bank. “There was no need to 
be in control of the West Bank in 
order to neutralize it,” Peled ex- 
plained. “The fact that they had a 
whole infantry division and a nation- 
al guard of tens of thousands of indi- 
viduals (on the West Bank), this 
never bothered Israel.” 

Peled made it clear that he would 
expect a Palestinian state. to bend to 
the same considerations. “Tucked: 
betweest Jordan and Israel, [ think 
they would find it was in their inter- 


, est'to remain quiet and not invite 


foreign intervention,” he, noted, 
adding that a Palestinian state would 
depend on friendly relations with 
Israel for passage between the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

. Meantime, he mocked the preoc- 
cupation of strategists with the West. 
Bank’s high ground as ‘‘typically 15- 


fantry section leaders.” Citin; 
withdrawal from:a’ section of τὸ 
Sinai considered strategically sensi- 
tive, he said, “I don't think anyone 
-remembers what the Mitla Pass Is.” 


deat beliefs." . 
In. any event, the prof 
expensive, modern weapons in the: 
force hawks. on ith 
niflict to recast. thelr 


| ‘consider’ beating 


raeli, All of a sudden, you find Is- .- 
[861] leaders playing the role of i μὰ : 


SHIKUN OVDIM 


Tél Aviv, LaGuardia $8, Yad Filaiu, Tel. 03-390721 


PRIVATE HOUSES 
AND LARGE FLATS 


Φ Hod Hasharon - in Rehov 
Akalaton, 170 sq.m., semi-detached 
cottages on 350 sq.m. plot. 


© Ramat Aviv Gimmel- in Migdalei 
Ramat Aviv Gimmel, 135 sq.m. flats, 
4rooms plus utilities room and [55 
sq.m. flats, 5 rooms plus utilities 
room, 


® Holon-in Rehov Hahistadrut, 
cor. Rehov Leon Blum 5room 
Duplex, 205 sq.m. 


© Kfar Saba - in Rehov Herzl 6 room 
garden flat, 183 sq.m. and 80 sq.m. 
balcony. 


© Netanya - Migdalei Shlomo 
Hamelech, in Rehov Shiomo 
Hamelech, 5 room penthouse flat, 
240 sq.m. 


4-5 ROOM FLATS 


© Netanya - Migdalei Shlomo 
Hamelech, in Rehov Shlomo 
Hamelech, 5 room 132 sq.m.,4 room 
105 sq.m. and 4room [15 sq. m. flats. 


® Tel-Aviv - Amirei Alon, between 
Yigal Allon, Emek Habracha and 
Pri Megadim Streets, 4 room flats, 


© Petah Tikva - Ganei Chen - 4 room 
104.sq,m. and 5 room 119 sq.m. flats. 


® Petah Tikva -in Rehov Kaplan, 4 
room flats 100 sq.m. and 44 room 
flats U7 sq.m. 


Φ Kfar Saba - in Rehov Herzl, 4 


a 


οἰ . Yoom 118 sq.m., 44 room 146 sq.m. 
and 5 room 157 and 184 sq.m. flats 


(including balcony). 


3-4 ROOM FLATS 


® Rishon Lezion - in Rehov 


‘ Abarbanel, 4 roorn 117-120 sq.m. 


and 3% room 104 sq.m. flats. ᾿ 


εἰς ® Rishon Lezion-RamatEliahu- . 


modern buildings, sawn stone οἰδά, 


τ With 3.4 room flats, 


9 Neve Ofer - on the Tel-Aviv-Holon 
boundary, in Rehov Ohalei Ya’acov, 
room 79 αὶ aq.t mm. cam 


+ Neve Poleg - Tsouth . 
he sea (access from 
road) 3 room 75'sq.m. - 


no ἢ Rehov Itamar oe 
τῇ qualit flats. 88 sq.m. . 


SER δ... ESTEE YIN EEE 
4 Holon - in Rehov Hahistadrut, 


cor. Rehov Leon Blum, 4 room 
96-110sq.m. flats, 


re eae δ ee 
9 Bat- Yam - in Ramat Hanassi 3-4, 


room 88 sq.m. flats. (Suitable for 


those with “rights") and 106sq.m. flats. 


( HAIFA.) 
[αἴ - Hehalutz 43, Tel, 04-660915 
4-5 ROOM FLATS 


® Haifa- Nof Yam - on the north west 


of the Carmel, wonderful Garden 
flats overlooking the sea, 5 room 
120sq.m., 23 sy.m. balcony, or 
garden, 


9 Haifa - Hanna Sennesh - in the 
nicest part of town, 4 room 87 sq.m., 


4room 107 sq.m. and 5 room 120 
sq.m, flats and two penthouses. 


® Haifa - Ramot Sapir- facing 
Haifa bay, 3,344 and 4 room [lats 
(with possibility of extension 10 5 
room), penthouse !20 sq.m. +24 
sq.m. balcony. 


© Hadera - in Rehov Tarna, ina 
central location, 4 room 88 sy.m. 
(suitable for those with with 


“rights”) and 4 room 102 sq.m. and 


Sroom 116 sq.m. flats. 


® Givat Lotem- in Rehov 


Bodenheimer, choose from 3 raom 


78 sy.m. flats, 4 room 88 sq.m. 


(suitable for those with “rights”) and 


93 sq.m, flats, 


® Kiryat Ata-in Rehov Hanevi'im, 


in a3 storey, stepped building, 4 


room [20 sq.m. flats, with 20sq.m. 
balcony, Sroom 129 sq.m. flats and 
S roam 129 sq.m. flats with [3 sq.m, 


balcony. 


© Nahariya -in ehoy Herzl, near 
the sea, 4 room 94 sq.m. and 4 room 


102 sq.m. flat. 
© Nahariya -in Rehov Shazar, 


Shechunat Ein Sara, 3 room 78 sq.m. 


and 4 room 88 sq.m. flats. 


Φ Kiryat Haim - in a young 
neighbourhood, 2 room 60 sq.m. 
3 room 75 and 85 sy.m. flats 


4 room 76 sq.m. (suitable for those 


with “rights”) and 98 sq.m. flats, 


4 Yavne-4shaps 48 sq.m. each. 


Did you hear? 

At Shikun Ovdim 
we can get a mortgage 
of upto 75% - 
Shikun Ovdim 


Our sales offices vill bs open to thé publle 


on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday between 8 a.m,-6p.m. . 


on Monday and Wednesday between 8 a.m. - «4 p.m, 
and on Friday between 8a. mele: 30 pone 


nny) ar 
wri ' iw 


ΑΝ ADDRESS YOU.CAN RELY ΟΝ. 


sq.m.) bafcony. 


‘room, 98 and [05 sq.m. flats. 


PRIVATE HOUSES 


- © Ashkelon -in Barnea, 6 room 165 
sq.m: cottages. 


® Rishon Lezion -in Cianei Ma‘ayan, 
the nicest part of town -157 sqm, and 
145 sq.m. cottages, on 250 sq.m. flats, 


3-4 ROOM FLATS 


® Rishon Lezion - in Ganci Ma‘ayun, 
the nicest place in town, 34 room 88 
sq.m., 4 room 104 sq.im., and 414 
room 125 sq.m. flats. 


4 Rishon Lezion -in Kiryat 
Rishon, just outside town, ina 
young neighbourhood, 3 room 78 
sq.m., 314 room 92 sq.in. and 4 
room 97 sq.m. flats, 


4 Ashdod - in Rehov Rogosin, cor. 
Yitzhak Hanassi, 7 storey building 
with 4 room [14 sq.m. flats, 


Φ Ashdod - in shechunat Yod Alef 
neur Rehov Masada, 3 room 77 
sqm. and 4 roam 90 sqm. flats. 


Φ Shechuna νὰν -in Rehov Shaul 
Hamelech, 3 room 74 sqm. and 4 ae 
room 89 sq.m. flats. Seb 
© Migdelai Ofer - the highest, nicest a 
spot in town, 4 room 120sq.m. and Hi 


Sroom [40 sq.m. flats and 240 
sq.m. penthouses. 


CJERUSALEM 


PRIVATE HOUSES 
AND LARGE FLATS 


® Gilo-Givat Canada-in a green 
neighbourhood, 4 room flats with 
adjacent yard or balcony of up to 
130sq.m., 6 and 64 room 196 sq.m. 
‘flats on two levels, with giant, (50 


® Ramot -in Ramat Ayalot, Sroom 
cottages with 2 levels 141 sq.m. and 
4room 124 sq.m. flats,. 


4 ROOM FLATS 


'Φ Pisgat Ze’ev-ina developing 
rieighbourhocd, 3-4raom, quality — 
-- flats, All flats have adjacent 
storeroom, some cven have ea 
private garden. ‘ 


* East Talpiot - 


Rehov Razi * 


‘All flats have privatestoreroom and 
mie have acovered park! ig. -: 
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URI BAIDATS, head of the Nature sented ils views on biological a 
Reserves Authority, returned from diversity. “Not everyone realizes how tich able standards.” tle from being moved — without dis- 


a recent International conferenceon “Traditional crop and livestock we are in the area of edible Plants, As settlements grow and new crimination to Druse, Arab, Beduin 


the environment with a grim mes- species are giving way to high-yield-  ineludin cereals,” he says. If a ones are established, he says, issues or Jew.” 
Sage: “The ecological problems in ing varieties and breeds. As the ge- 


᾿ wheat disaster occurs in Australia, to be considered include use of wa- Conceming the controversial and 
the world have brought us.to a red netic base of plants, animals and Israel might be able to come to the ter, drainage and sewage treatment, long-running battle between the 
line. If we don't, as a society, take micro-organisms becomes narrow- Tescue through the gene bank. | “Otherwise, we might simply pol- NRA and the Druse villagers of Beit 
corrective and preventive measures er, some enctic material is being ΟΝ goal, he adds, is “the Jute ourselves out of a precious land Jann, who have laid claim to about 
now, we will be facing an environ- _irretrievab 'y lost at such a rate that achievement of food security with- by the time the year 2000 comes 10,000 dunams of land in the heart 
mental holocaust by the turn ofthe the world Could tose one-fifth or, out resource depletion or environ- around," : of the Mount: Meron Nature Re- 
century. - ᾿ One-tenth of its five to 10 million mental degradation, and restoration ᾿ With regard to chemicals, Baidats serve, Baidats says, “I hope the 
"ql, the past,’ says Baidats, -61,. species by the year 2000," the NRA οὔ the resource base where environ. says: “We believe the situation is matter will come to peace, and not 
_ “wildlife - flora, fauna, air, water — head notes. : _ |... mental ‘damage has been approaching one of biological war. in court. This is my attitude, this is 
. Was without limitations. But’ we: “More-than 100 countries arecol- occurring.” - We have been fighting the issue for what we would like to reach.” 
- have broken away from nature, Εν. laborating in the global programme, ‘The organization ‘suggests that years, bringing recommendations to Baidats is confident that the NRA 
ery year in tropical regions, forests - which is coordinated by the Interna- “governmental policies regarding - the government and so on.” has helped bring greater awareness 
“the 'size of Belgiom are destroyed." tional Board of Plant Genetic Re-- the ise of agricultural land, forests’ - There are about 300 nature re- to the public and the authorities - 
' "The triennial ‘forum, organized by sources for conserving crop genetic and water tesources should keep in’ serves in the Country, coveringsome over the years. “If you consider that... ~ 
the International Union for Conser- ‘ 5.5 million dunams, or 16percentof in our 40 years the population has 


Η ὌΠΒΕΓ- ν᾿ resources, and the global ne bank.. ‘view degradation trends, -Agricul- 
πον, vation and Nature (IUCN), present- ~- contains more than a millién sam- tural policies should vary from ré- [ἢ total land mass, However, onlya come heré from all over the world, 
. ed-an “Environmental. Ῥετερεσιίνε. ples of crop germ plasm....Ihterga- “gion to region to reflect different (δἰτά of that has been legally de- -many from countries without a tra- 
regional needs, encouraging farmers clared nature reserves, and the rest _. dition of nature conservation, then 


γ the: Year, 2000 and Beyond" ἀμέτ tional cooperation should be further i n 
its ‘mecling in San Joge, _ developed. . to adopt practices that are ecologi- includes military areas as weli as We have achieved something, 
; . “An International network of cally sustainable in ἢ 


in, 
California last month... : of heir own areas quite a lot of land in the WestBank. though not without struggle. And 
se Baidats cites some'of the statistics - protected areas for conserving.ani- “and which promote national food . ect oe ΕΝ We are far from reaching a satisfac- . 
piesenited st-the conference: Inthe ° mal-and Plant genetic resources. 5 BAe coin “NATURE DOESN'T know.bor- tory point environmentally. 
1950s, the world’s population encompassing about 10-per cent of wing and developing - idats emphasizes. “Thatis - “But we have kept. the Middle 
passed ihe five billion mark: bythe ~ the world's land area; should be 55- . country,‘ Israel has a continuing wi are ‘also ‘concemed: with East landscape alive and brought . 
ἢ lon, tablished to reverse the tretid t6-' need to find ‘places for, people to, what happens in South America and _ back the animals of the Bible [to the 
he Wil εἰς + Wards deptetion of species. Manage: ἡ live, Baidats notes. That's all well elsewhere, τ ΣᾺ 
"millian people τὸ. -ment plans. for conserving | : 
fi One-third of ith - ecosystems, such as resevoirs of spe- 


stronger than the original. drinking water is below the accept- venting wood from being cut or cat- 


; : i i ’ ‘calm and quiet airport, Even the Duty Free shop is less - 
ji one-third of the -. ecosystem Tese tion srises where gazelles get used to . pazelles were almost extinct here; — - another whole day.in London for business, shopping, beter acuek Aaa the samie quiet atmosphere. 
bulation is without sult- ciesdi rsity, have to be prepared.” ¢ shooting that goes-on in military - until about eight years ago we didn't , = ati erformance in the West End, ἐν hee ans i Ee TERA, Gurion Airp Ἢ ᾿ 
ing. water. Each'yéar, 56 -.... ".ἢ ry ee ΟΣ ἀν ἘΥΠΔ: " On at ἰδαξί 'π6 occasion, know that there were still leopards a matinee perfor ht er MEE Y eo welcomés you whien you arrive at Ben Gurion 4 PO. οἷς 
in dunems of. cultivated IS AYS Baldutis, is a partic.” ed fsons con- . hi they used to be found in ΠΣ or even a footbal} match! ae tno | before the day’s crowding and pressure begins- you'll, . -° |, - 
te. 150 αἱ eff ion of ban : .. Most hotels will allow you to leave your fuseage 8 ἢ "breeze right through St ee εν 
dix ΡαΙ δ ήϊμ. ” : ἢ rie τον extra cost, until it is time for you to departfor τς For further details, please contact your travel agent or 
- forget: Bhopal; to, | arch. Ce δ as i ὩΣ ἜΝ Ok ee ie oe τε 
Baidats continues. And . 
Bish havé been dying in. 


. . Heathrow Airport. 
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PHOTOGRAPHER'S EYE 


Joseph Hoffman 


ANYONE WHO doubts the precar- 
ious position of Soviet Jewry should 
see the photographs by Natan Bru- 
sovani. The work of this recent Sovi- 
et oleh attests to what might aptly be 
termed the still-vital remnant of the 
Jewish community of the USSR. 


Through the skilful use of double 
exposure and unusual lighting ef- 
fects, Brusovani has given us a sensi- 
tive picture of the remnants of a 

᾿ once-thriving culture, now reduced 
to a faithful few. 


. _ His photographs were on display 
in Jerusalem last week, accompany- 
ing the official reception for Yosef 
Begun at the Ram Hoteb. Contrast- 
ing dramaticully with the happy 

_ faces surrounding Begun when he 

appeared were the mournful figures 

from Brusovani's world, staring at 
the spectator or lost in thought as 
they pored over holy texts. 
Particularly moving are the scenes 
from a Jewish wedding, In one ex- 
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ample, the mother of the bride, 
holding a lighted candle, stares 
glumly at the camera. On her dress 
15 superimposed the decoration of 
an illuminated ketuba. 
, “Instead of beautiful clothing, she 
is dressed in the splendour of the 
Hebrew language," said Brusovani, 
who came on aliya with his wife and 
three children several months ago. 
“You must remember that a Jewish 
wedding is an underground event. 
participants are constantly wary 
that their simha could be terminated 
at any time by the authorities.” 

Candlelight is an important meta- 
Phor for Brusovani. In a photograph 
entitled “The Rabbi,” a solitary fig- 
Ure guards a flame symbolizing the 
Jewish people. ' 

“It is a single flame that reminds 
Us both of our monotheism and of 
Our tenuous existence," said the 32- 
year-old artist. “One strong gust of 
wind, and the Russian Jewish com- 


‘ Munity, like the flame, would be 


extinguished.” 


VIEWING HIS work, one is re- 
Minded of the circus magician's cry, 

Now you ses it, now you don't." in 
(wo separate photographs, there are 


τς ἃ young boy wearing a tallit katan 
a5 and an elderly woman standing in 
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the hallway. Both are literally disap- 
pearing like ghosts before the spec- 
tator’s eyes, just as the Jewish com- 
munity seems always on the verge of 
extinction. 

“If it’s not through harassment, 
then it is a result of assimilation that 
our people fade away.” said Bruso- 
vani in fluent Hebrew. This concept 
is elaborated in the portrait series of 
the young man in short pants and 
tennis shoes standing against a 
fence. “First he discards the out- 
ward signs of his Judaism in favour 
of “the modern look,’ and then he 
disappears into the background, 
leaving no trace of his existence.” 

Those who persevere in keeping 
alive the spark of Judaism are cap- 
tured in two sensitive portraits of 
congregants praying in the Moscow 
Great Synagogue. In one, an elderly 
man adjusts his thick glasses and 
strains to read the book in front of 
him. He is another symbol -- this one 
of the concentration required to per- 
petuate the faith, and of the difficul- 
ties involved in such an endeavour. 


THE HOPE FOR the future is in- 
vested in the portraits of the chil- 
dren. One such photograph shows a 
sombre child superimposed on a 
19th-century photograph of Jerusa- 


lem. While it captures the optimistic 
theme of the ingathering of the ex- 
iles, the ancient view of the city is a 
poignant reminder of the out-of- 
date information about life in Israel 
which is available to the Soviet Jew. 

A second series involving children 
combines Hebrew letters with 
youthful portraits. 

“I would go to private homes 
and spray a Hebrew letter on a win- 
dow. Then I would photograph the 
children peering out. Since the letter 
was associated with the family 
name, the photograph became a 
kind of Hebrew identily cord." 

These photographs combine the 
lightheartedness of the children as 
they press up against a messy win- 
dow with the message that they are 
in essence prisoners because of their 
Jewish heritage. 


NATAN BRUSOVANI's introduc- 
tion to Jewish art by Jewish artists 
took place while he was 4 student in 
geuphysics at the University of 
Leningrad. 

“| became involved with a group 
known as Aviutza Aleph. They were 
a pioneering group of young Jewish 
painters and photographers whw set 
up an exhibition of their work in 
Leningrad in 1976,” he said. 
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“They presented both contempo- 
tary and biblical Jewish subjects, 
and reminded us in one bold move 
of our slowly disappearing heritage. 
While 1 didn't participate at that 
lime, I knew right away that I want- 
εὐ τὸ chronicle Russian Jewish life." 

When he moved ta Moscow later 
that year, he began a threefold 
course of immersion in Judaism. "I 
began to photograph Jewish peep 
and events, £0 study Hebrew, and to 
leam Tora,” said Brusovani, who 
wears a knitted Aippa. 

One of his first activities in the 
service of Juduism was to remedy 
the paucily of Hebrew bouks. He 
began to photograph gramniar text- 
books as well us holy books, which 
were then distributed. “It was like a 
photographic publishing house.” 

Once, his home was ralded by the 
KGB, who confiscated — his 
equipment. 

“Since there are officially no such 
people as Jews nor any hinguape 
called Hebrew in Russia, they 
coulda't arrest me for photograph- 
ing something that doesn't exist. So 
they used the pretext that 1 was sell- 
ing bouks without a licence." 


HAVING DECIDED to apply for 
permission to emigrate, Brusovani 


took the unusual step of resigning 
his post at a Moscow geologicat in- 
stitute. “I knew that I was in posses- 
sion of certain ‘privileged’ informa- 
tion, so 1 resigned to show my 
respect for their security interests." 
ft did not help, and his wife was 
fired from her job as a highschool 
French teacher. 

For four years he worked as a 
porter in a library and continued to 
mount private exhibitions of his att. 
He was able to snuggle his nega- 
tives to Ametica and tw Israel, 
“through the bravery and kindness 
of visitors to Russia.” 

The situation has thawed recent- 
ly, und several of his, friends were 
able to organize a permanent dis- 
pluy of Soviet Jewish att work ina 
hastily-created Jewish Hoyouse of 
Culture. 

“Now that [um pong, my work 
has become an official part of the 
Soviet art scene," Brusovani said. In 
a@ more serivus tone he added: “1 
hupe Chave as bright a fiture here in 
israel.” 

At present, he is working ina 
photographic supplies stare and 
Making plans for fulure exhibits. ΟἽ 
want te prove to the world that 
there really was Jewish life in Rus- 


sia,” he said. Q 
VAGE ELEVEN 


t es Ge 


Edited by Dr. Chris Cook 


A book of background information and 
reference for everyday use, with maps. 
Prominént people, Introduction to 
Psychology, Ideas and beliefs, are just 
asampie " subjects discussed, 


Reg. Price: NIS 41.00 
UP Speolal; NIS 16.00 


‘Hi i He cites a specific case of a nursing mother τ 
ae pate ee ἀπ τὸ νεῖ, ἢ who was pica end of “lack of milk” and 6 τ 
and sh d it ἣν" Was erroneously advised by a well-meaning : 
διδρουκίίεα ee ee neighbour to take a herb called “salvia.” It 

a3 (ablespoonful to be taken at bedtime.’ does indeed have an effect on breast-milk, but 
: exactly the opposite: It dries up the supply. 

“The Tale of Peter Rebbit,’ The peciaer place to buy medicinal herbs, 

by Beatrix Potter says Winkler, is in pharmacies, which sell 


them mainly by bulk. Pharmacists are best 
quainlanee at arate eat of t began qualified pa Κηὸν what's what and to store 
ese arcaing this column. It was inspircd by the exile byeah oni θεν Τα! Le pele om 
publication fast month of the first issue of ἢ which carry medicinal δ 
new Hebrew journal devoted to back-to-na- pharmaceuticals. : 
ture nutrition and alternative medicine. : get ee 
Called Ariyut al Buria (“Health in All Its ets, sich Io says i bed seen anything 
Aspects"), it is Sponsored by the Public Coun- there which looks as if it be langerous to use 


cll for Nutvition and a Healthy Way of Life. hes τς Ἂς νης Μοεῖν: there are i of 
Herbal medicine is Just one of the many erbal teas,” which he sees not as medicines, 


topics to be covered by the journal, and it was pan fs 200d substitutes for coffee, suey 
also the subject of α half-day seminar this 


tea and other beverages.” 
week sponsored by the Public Council. One of i 
the speakers was ‘br. Meir Winkler of Herz- VETERAN TEL AVIV pharmacist Joseph 
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PRESUMED INNOCENT 


OM 
CHANCES NORTH AND SOUTH ΒΟ SHORT ATIME {πε ΜΑΝΤΉΟΝ Scott Turow 
liya, a specialist in internal medicine, who Shor specializes in medicinal herbs and tec- Jaokle Collin John Jakes senile ὯΝ gs Ken Foie The etory of ona man’s all- 
practises herbal medicine in his private clinic. tures widely on the subject. Although there Tha book that made the Now a major TV eeries The evel al the Men ie consuming fatel attraction 
: Dr. Winkler confirms that “old Mrs. Rab- barter oe We 5 te a use of : author ne οἱ America's εἶμο boys one om the ΟΕ ες Gasca An unoneusite novel tora passlonato woman 
δ» * bit" was quite correct i ibi i lerds in the Western world, our Ministry of ς fetes favourite. th, one trom J abe love which ¢ 
ton tea for Perer, who had men ens rte eee Health, he says, has failed to ἀαρεῖνί the Aero people, after reading ἃ popular πὸ A Mlchener Suey chou esos and : mestinine creny. Chat ee qhtpenteshy ue thresten ta destioy ἃ well— μενεῖ heres etl ey 
᾿ bles from Mr. McGregar's garden, 8 ractices of people who give advice on herba- Australian book available here on herbalism, with salon torwrat αὶ want μάν ιν in tove and with oach other and with ordored world .... vatube on tial ~ including 
Camomile, he explains z enims stomach ism, and only about {wo years ago got around fame to his pharmacy requesting “cannabli.” com One ete ve, a powor, wealth halred, busingss and tho cause of social|ustioo. UP Special: NIS 9.00 ne canis 
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encouraging my readers to Pructise herbal 
medicine on themselves, 


HERBAL MEDICINE is fin ancient art 
whose day is Teturning, in Winkler's view, 
Whereas a decade ago. his colleagues consiu- 


the standards set in the British Pharmaco- ες preparations may have a mineral or 

Poasia or the parallel French Codex, erbal basis; their uniqueness is that they con- 
“For instance, when is Peppermint a medi- ‘ain very minute concentrations of the active 

= and when is " simply ἃ ples?” Shor asks, "aterial. . 

“If it contains 1.2 per cent essential oils of ὡ 

peppermint, it meets the Pharmacopoaein's THE PUBLIC COUNCIL. for Nutrition anda 
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The Big 
Sleep 


Gil Goldfine 


SUPERBLY CRAPTED and finely 
tiles clay rs. fired inn fue 
Ire presented by the 
brench sculptor Georges Jeanclas as 
a dignified congregation of wani- 
nite sleepurs, Cradied tn clissival 
draped robes, often cracked: inte 
Pieces of sailed cloth, Jeanclos's Gut 
feccu humankind are allegoneal 
characters depicting the Jewish soul 
via the caneept of dreaming, 
strengthened by the Freudian ides 
of finding security and salave inthe 
safely of the 

3 sculpture rituatistically shuts 
wud the reality of past, present and 
future. Hfihere is aay of hope inthe 
world, fvanglos finds it difficult to 
adinit ta, forall his subjects are both 
Inclancholic and catatoniv, formed 
and frozen dt sine from the charred 
carthen ash of destructian. Ausch- 
ΜΖ replices Pompeii. 

From the fabrication point of 
view. Jeanclos’s arts as graceful ny 
‘Lanagra terriotla. He is able to 
transfomn his works into: bibliophilic 
obyeets, chy magically rolled: inta 
bits of parchment and papyrus as 
though discovered in an ancient ger: 
tra Tn addition te drawing on the 
harmony of classical sculpture, 
Jeanclus seriously contemplates the 
huiveré of medieval ecclesiastical 
forms and compositions, burrowing 
ideas fram sources that range from 
(Cranach etchings to Claus Slater's 
mathe reliefs. The affection that 
emanates from the graphic sotitude 
of “Adam und Eve" ts beautifully 
scticulated in both tine and posture. 
This exceptional composition goes 
bejond the planes und textures of its 
inherent volumes and rises to poctic 
heights that touch the spectator’s 
inner being, a fecting that lingers 
thegughout the exhibit. 

Jeanclos enjuys un international 
reputation, A winner of the Rome 
twhere he studied with Balthus) 
Grand Prix in E957, Jeanclos ts cur- 
rently professor at the Beaux-Aris 
academy in Paris and director of the 
Experimental Design Workshop for 
Sevres. The exhibition is mounted in 
couperation with the French I[nsti- 
tute in Tel Aviv. (Herzliya Museum, 
Yad Lebanim. Rehov Wolfsun). 
Through May. 


RUSSIAN-BORN sculptress Tania 
Preminger (here since "72) belongs 
to the local group of “environmen- 
tilists” that includes Daha Meeri, 
David Fine and Ezra Orion. Devot- 
ed to using basalt, granite and lime- 
stone, Preminger chisels, scrapes 
and cleaves these raw materials into 
monctithic organic forms. Interest is 
added to the volumes by surface in- 
cisions, striations and scaled painted 
planes. On occasion, Preminger will 
use grass, flowers, hair or plastic as 
a “stuffing” pressed into chiselled 
crevices, The use of these contrastic 
textures is denved from a desire to 
create a syathesis between oversim- 
plified archaic forms and the con- 
‘femporary sensitivity to touch. The 
Brineusian ideat often leads τὸ un- 
resolved works that seem to hover 
between meaningful sculpture and 
decorative anutysis. Then again, 
when seen in a pristine gallery, 
placed directly on the floor between 
white walls aid cool grey carpeting, 
Preminger's massive forms are the 
antithesis of the space; they arc 
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Tania Preminger: stone sculpture (Herzliya Museum). 


more conducive to an outdoor 
setting. 

At the same venue, the familiar 
faves and detached limbs drawn by 
Osias Hofstalter stare from their 
frames once again , filled with all the 
internalized signs of pain and suffer- 
ing. This time however, the spiral- 
ling of contours and the undulating 
forms have been given a fair amount 
of colour which tends to position 
them in ἃ different, more liveabte, 
light. But the averwhelming charac- 
teristics of Hofstatter's subjects in 
manochrome grey and black never 
dispel the inherent message. (Herz- 
liya Muscum, Yad Lebanim, Rehov 
Wolfson.) Preminger till June 16, 
Hofstatter through May 25. 


ELI KOPLEVITCH'S $5 paintings, 
all same size and horizontal in for 
mat, arc hung in series of three, six 
or eight, Landseape-oriented in de- 
sign and vegetative in content, they 
also comprise α linear human head 
or emaciated figure. To this expres- 
sive image Koplevitch hitches cor- 
pulent amounts of eosth tones, olive 
green, Van Dyck brown and burnt 
sienna, hedged ond cropped by an 
overall blackness. Several non-con- 


se νον, 


Structivist, geometric paintings are 
controlled by a flattened maze de- 
Sign, another form of human land- 
scape whose interpretive psychotogy 
deals with frustration and contain- 
ment and parallels the floating 
heads of his more subjective series. 
Koplevitch's problem is a heavy 
hand and an over-abundance of ma- 
cho brushing. (Kibbutz Art Gallery, 
25 Dov Hoz, Tel Aviv.) Till May 13. 


HONI HAMEGAL has taken anti- 
Semitic Nazi hoard games (“Juden 
Raws") and colour photos of his first 
heder at the Shaare Tora synagogue 
in Neveh Shalom, and created a vi- 
sual atmosphere of prophetic pro- 
portions. The trauma of disintegra- 
tion, degradation and mortification 
from without and within, is a procia- 
mation of the Jewish people's callec- 
tive pushing of a self-destruct but- 
ton. Hamegal’s smeared yellow 
frames and theattical posing of 
nudes in the Holy Ark, with men 
praying amidst the rubble of ne- 
glect. creates a spark of real con- 
cern. When juxtaposed with the 
Nazi-era comment, the message of 
injustice caused by the disrespect of 
those responsible for maintaining 
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In Haifa 
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DAVID WACHTEL (b. Budapest, 
1913) shows ἢ lurge group of paint- 
ings depicting Haifa and its land- 
scapes, made during the 50-year pe- 
riod he has lived in the city. In 
general, the artist's work evinces 
harmonious design and pleasant col- 
our choices, qualities which must 
have stood Wachter in good stead in 
his professional career as a decora- 
tor and painter on porcelain. Al- 
though he fails in his attempts to 
tomanticize the face of the modern 
city, producing some surreal efforts 
characterized by over-dramatic cal- 
ours and ugly contour-lines, his less- 
ambitious studies of trees and local 
beauty spots (many no longer in ex- 
istence) exude freshness and vitali- 
ty, together with a strong sense of 
genuine identification with his sub- 
ject-matter. (Gallery of Echud 
Club, 69 Allenby). Till May 7. 


ANGELA LEVINE 


------οοὖοὐὐοἱὁ.[,οὐἱκὰετσου....... 


the spiritual requirements of the 
community, is honed to a sharp and 
barbed edge. (Chelouche Gallery, 
14 Chelouche, Neveh Tzedek.) Till 
May 6, 


PNINA VERED'S landscapes are 
flat designs made from red-violet, 
pale ochre and black sand, gravel 
and bits af crushed stone implanted 
in the canvas surface with special 
gels and glues. The rough textures 
establish a sense of place and time as 
Vered, wielding a flat scraper or 
palette knife, slashes broad avenues 
across the skies and mountains. Her 
compasitions have no core, but float 
unravelled within the central por- 
tion of the rectangle, hardly ever 
touching an edge. (Tiroche Gallery, 
25 Gordon, Tel Aviv.) Till May 9. 


Paul Signae: watercolour and pencil drawing. Below, Henry Moore: 
bronze group (Parke Gallery, Tel Aviv. 


Masters 
for sale 


AS WE move towards the last de- 
cade of the 20th century, with a view 
of painting and sculpture becoming 
ever more aggressive, more obscure 
in content and more mythological in 
spirit, it is a pleasure to welcome 
“19th and 20th Century Masters,” it 
vest-pocket exhibition of a few doz- 
en acceptuble works by the likes uf 
Leger, Klee, Picasso, Bonnard, Pis- 
saro, Matisse and Vuillard. Scat- 
tered among the large group of 
drawings in graphite, charcoal and 
conte chalk are a handful of 
gouuaches, pastels, watercolours and 
oil paintings. The latter medium is 
highlighted by an early Bonnard 
(1916), ἃ solidly composed and dili- 
gently brushed landscape filled with 
all the trappings of late Monet but 
quite lacking even a hint of Bon- 
nard’s mature lyrical style and lus- 
cious palette. 

Linda Givon, director of the 
Goodman Gallery in Sandton. 
South Africa, is responsible for or- 
ganizing the show and choosing the 
works (culled from her own collec- 
tion and those of London's Wad- 
dington and J.P.L. Fine Arts Galler- 
ies) and has included several 
exceptional Vuillards and a hand- 
some Pissaro drawing on tinted pa- 


per depicting peasant women. The - 


arabesques that dominate two 
mixed media (pencil and waterco- 
lour) seascapes by Signac are as 
jaunty and light as the solidity of 
Degas'’s classic ballet dancer. The 
two Matisse line drawings are not 
exceptional and complement a mi- 
nor Picasso gouache. However, ἃ 
small Bonnard pencil still life with 
colour added to three pieces of fruit 
is a marvellous, quixotic, study. The 
single Leger collage-and-gouache 
and the Klee painting on paper are 
interesting works but not major 
achievements if one considers the 
depth and merit of these artists’ oeu- 
vre. Dubuffet, Hockney, Moore. 
Dufy and Renoir are others among 
the 14 artists shown, 

Not every work created by 8 mas- 
ter is a masterpiece. Nevertheless, 
this is a rare and rewarding opportu- 
nity to be exposed to a showroom of 
intimate, impressionist, post-im- 
pressionist and modern works. ΑἹ 
are for sale through the Parke Gal- 
lory, which is hosting the show. Rec- 
ommended. (Parke Gallery, 36 
Gordon, Te! Aviv). Till May 14.0 
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Meir Ronnen 


LUDWIG BLUM (1891-1974), the 
most successful plein air academic 
realist in this country’s art history, is 
being honoured with an extensive 
show of over 50 paintings and draw- 
ings, many of them familiar from 
numerous earlier exhibitions. But 
this exhibit, which is accompanied 
by a beautifully printed - and very 
expensive — colour catalogue written 
by Gideon Ofrat, is well worth see- 
ing, covering as it toes almost every 
uspect of bis work, from portraiture 
and sunlit mountain lindscapes to 
his “war art™ watercolours docu- 
menting aspects of the siege of Jeru- 
salem, among then a wash drawing 
of Colonel Moshe Dayin, ity he was, 
{hens and svenes of the wreckage at 
the Hotel Fast and of the aftermath 
of the Ben Yehudi St. explosion, 
which together with the bombing of 
The Post and the Jewish Agency, 
ushered in the era of the car-bomh, 

Blum had been a war artist for the 
Austrian army in World War One 
(after covering himself with glory as 


a top-sergeant in a combat unit) and ἢ 


he remained un artist of record, 
both of types and events but also of 
pluces. Some of the oils on view 
record events like the re-internment 
of Theodor Herzl in Jerusalem in 
1949, 

Blum arrived here in 1923 and 
was always associated with Jerusa- 
tem, but has left a fine record of Tel 
Aviv in 1930 and panoramic views of 
the Old City of Jerusalem, the Jude- 
an Hills and of the Arava, all ren- 
dered in a form of impressionism 
made up of deep light and shade laid 
down over soft middle tones. 

Blum could also be trite and for- 
mula-ridden. This exhibit shows 
some of his weaknesses but also his 
very great strengths. (Mayanot Gal- 
lery, 28 King George, J'lem). 


GABRIEL COHEN, Israel's lead- 
ing naive painter, is afflicted with 
the restlessness of the Wandering 
Jew. After being launched by the 
Debel Gailery, he eventually moved 
to the now-defunct Alon Gallery 
and then to Gallery Gime!. He is 
currently showing his recent work, 
all rather restlessly painted, at a 
fourth venue. Fantasy remains up- 
permost; even after a recent visit to 
Morocco; he still paints fantasias of 
mounted Spahis. Exotic .architec- 
ture marks his imagined recreations 
of the Russian revolution or the syn- 
agogue of the Warsaw Ghetto. Then 
again, a giant fish causing an earth- 
quake on an island may have at its 
source the traditional Japanese con- 
ception of the reason for their coun- 
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Hedvah Shemesh: mixed-media 
painting (Nora Gallery, J'lem), 


Tanya Slutsky: etching (Jerusa- 
lem Artists House). 


try’s repeated geo-physical disas- 
ters, (Shatz Gallery, 4 Rehov 
Schatz, J'lem.) Till May 13. 


OSIAS HOFSTATTER, now in his 
eighties, shows more of his familiar 
lost souls, but this highly individual 
artist manages to ring the changes 
on his watercolour images by en- 
dowing them with a great deal more 
movement and lively handling than 
heretofore. At times the figures 
scem to be caught up in a fotenianz, 
but some of his nude ladies appear 
to be writhing up to the surface in an 


_ed, others like comic-strip super- 


ahinost romic will to live, (Elis Gal- 
lay. Elina, Yerin Moshe, J'lem}. 
VU May 1h. 


HEDVAH SHEMESIE (b. Russia. 
here since 1997), the inde 
bead uf the Jenasateny Artists Assure 
ciation, takes anew tick, not for dhe 
first time. Her gestural printings at 
Paper, a mix of oi! wash ind oil 
pastel, often start out with an archi- 
tectural base that is later covered or 
sundered; little wonder that she 
terms some of them “Destruction of 
the House" (‘Temple), a convenient 
pun. Best is no. 10, in which she 
sticks to a few defined hues (black, 
white, yellow) while clarifying mat- 
ters between line and mass. (Nora 
Gallery, 9 Ben Maimon, J'lem). Till 
May 14. 


YOSSI STERN, the veteran Jerusa- 
lem illustrator, shows both paintings 
and drawings of heroes and heroincs 
from the Bible that run the gamut of 
his three approaches; rhythmical 
pretty-pretty formulas of strang out- 
line; line drawings of somewhat ide- 
alized types, some sensitively treat- 


heroes; and a few instances of using 
volumetric light and shade in a fairly 
realist approach. A fine example of 
Stern's sureness of touch and econu- 
my of fine is his depiction of Job's 
companions, in which every detail of 
their costumes is made to play a 
role. (Municipal Gallery, 17 Yafo, 
J'tem). Till May 20. 


FOUR DISPARATE artists are 
having individual shows at the Capi- 
tal's largest downtown venue. Tan- 
ya Slutsky-Gorensteln (b.Lenin- 
grad, 1945, here since 1979), shows 
meticufous etchings and colour-pen- 
cil drawings of eye-level table-top 
still life that betray her sound Rus- 
sian training; it is her careful hatch- 
ing technique, rather than any Mor- 
andi-Cezanneish mechanics, that 
holds the various objects together. 

Coloured pencils are also em- 
ployed by Chicigo-trained Nancy 
Plotkin, whose gentle miniature se- 
tial drawings, almost fairy-tale illus- 
tration in style, seduce the viewer 
into a chamber uf horrors featuring 
searification, 6loudletting and 
drinking, hints of erotica and hesti- 
ality. ‘Tamil Bezateli (b.{srael, 1953) 
shows a dozen mixed-media ub- 
stract-expressionist paintings with 
vigorous graphite strokes worked 
into lively grisaille underpainting 
that ace all convincing enough, de- 
spite their being a mixture uf Aviva 
Uri and Cy Twombly; they would 
look a lot better if property framed. 
Weakest link in this week's chain 
are some unresolved paintings by 
Yugostav-trained art teacher Shosha 
Talik, who came here in 1965. 
(I'lem Artists House.) Till May 9.0) 
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Israel this and Israel that, say the headlines all over the world. 
It rains in Rosh Pina and it seems five billion people have an 
opinion abaut it. Wall, wa're not as much of a national goldlish 
bowl as we might think: A recent Amorican opinion pall 
indicalos at people give a tot less thought to Isritol than we 
always imaginud. Of course, the poll asked all the wrorny 
questions, including none of the fallowiny. 


1. What do you think would bo an ideal mame for Jewish 
State? (| Oakland J Daiquiri (1 Joo's 11 SRA 
2. Do you think of Israel as) 1) ἃ dasigner label 
Cl cheese (J a ceromonial anvil 1 Tanganyika 
Cl A country where Jews live 
3. Should America increase aid to isract? 


CT Yes 
4. Would you prefer Shimon Peres as prime minister of Israol 
or Yitzhak Shamir as president of the 0.5.7 
(} Peres © Shamir 
5. Yasser Shaves every fifth day, except on Shabbos in a leap 
year. Shimon cuts his hair every Monday morning that 
Yitzhak doesn't forget to trim his moustache twice daily 
when Yasser doesn't let his beard get too itchy. If Shimon 
pays NIS 25 for his haircut but Yasser gets his shave for 
lree and Yitzhak pays a third ol the difterence less 15 per 
cent, which of ihe three is most likely to accept George's 
peace plan? [] Shimon 
6. if the Left were right and the Right were left out of 
Israel's political future, would it be right for the Right to 
be left right out and right to write off the Left right off? 
O Write [3 Right O Atot 
7. If the Arabs made peace with Israel on condition that 
everybody in the world read about ἢ in the most 
dependable, authoritative source of news and devel- 
opments in Israel and the Middle East, wouldn't you 
order a subscription to THE JERUSALEM POST 
INTERNATIONAL EDITION? 
O Yes, my cheque is enclosed ᾿ 
O No, ! wouldn't wait until then; my cheque is 


enclosed 
Bl ΝΣ 
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IF TIE startling power of the riots 
in the West Bank antl Gaza can 
teach us anything, it is that the con: 
flict that produced them can't he 
understood nuerely in political, dip- 
lomatic or military tetiny 

For decailes Mlle East speciil- 
ists, reporters and) commentators 
have told us whe wi reting with 
whom, who was refusing to meet 
with whom, which faction of which 
Party had rejected which item of 
which proposal and how much sup: 
Port one group or povernment was 
getting from another group or Zov- 
ernment. The infurmation Hoawed in 
torrents into minds long numbed by 
claims and counterclaims, by ru- 
Qiours of initiatives and deadlocks, 
and by partisans offering positions 
already fossilized! many yeurs, and 
muiny wars. igo. 

But in aff this heetie flaw of fact 
and opinion, we learned unly the 
form of the conflict, its size and 
status, We didn't learn much about 
its meaning, and even less about its 
likely fate, That fate, and the mean- 
ing from which it derives, ean only 
be learned from the hearts of those 
enineshed in the struggle. In the re- 
parting of the recent riots, we began 
to get sume glimpses of those heats. 
But it’s only the appearance of The 
Yellow Wind by David Grossman 
that enables us, finally, to enter 
those hearts, peer inside and learn 
their terrible secrets. 

To be sure, there are reasons for 
caution in reading this hook. For 
one thing, it's only some of the rele- 
vant hearts ~ those of the Palestin- 
ians, and especially those of the Pal- 
estinian refugees — that Mr. 
Grossman really enables us to enter. 
Also, Mr. Grossman wrote his book 
for an Isrueli audience. in addition, 
as britiant and evocative as he is. 
Mr. Grossman stands toward the 
left end of the Isracti political spec- 
trum, and his book presents what is, 
in fundamental ways, only a partini 
vision. Still, even the most cautious 
teaders - and even the most hostile 
- are bound to lear something 
about the conflict that they never 
knew before, something that illumi- 
nates the news and the reality that 
Produces jt, something that explains 
what is and may yet be, something 
deep and achingly true. 

Mr. Grossman, a 34-year-old 15- 
racli novelist with a rapidly growing 
literary reputation, was asked last 
year by an upstart Israeli weekly, 
Koteret Rashit, io spend some time 
in the West Bank in anticipation of 
the 20th anniversary of the June 
1967 Six Day War. The results of his 
Seven-week sojourn were published 
in Hebrew, to widespread furor and 
apptause, in one issue of the Paper, 
appeared as a best-selling book and 
are now offered, in superb transla- 
tion, by Haim Watzman. 


THE TITLE Mr. Grossman chose 
for his work was given to him by an 
old Arab. In 1972, together with 
other Arabs, he was invited by the 
Israeli government, after a quarter 
of a century as a refugee in the West 
Bank, most of it spent under Jorda- 
nian occupation, to return to his vil- 
fage in Israel. The Arab’s life as a 
refugee had been hard, but, back in 
his silage he felt once aguin like a 
human being. Mr. Grossman won- 
ders whether the return mighit tive 
made him and his fellow returnees 
hate Israelis any less. As if in an- 
swer, the old Arab, Abu Harb, tolls 
Mr. Grossman about rit asfar, the 
yellow wind. As Mr. Grossman ex- 
plains, it is “a hot and terrible east 
wind which comes ance in a few 


generations, sets the world afire, 
anid people seck shelter from its heat 
in the caves and cavems, but even 
there it finds those it seeks, those 
who have performed cruel and un- 
just decds, and there, in the cracks 


PAGE SIXTEEN 


Terrible secrets 


fr. 


Grossman. ‘Transhated by f 
Waizman. New York, Farrar, 
Straus & Ciiroux. 216 pp. $17.95, 


Walter Reich 


in the boulders, it exterminates 
them, one by one. After that day, 
Abu Harb says, the lund will be 
covered with bodies. The rocks will 
be white from the heat, and the 
mountains will crumble into a pow- 
der which will cover the land like 
yellow cotton,” 

‘Thus is presented the book's cen- 
tral image, onc of fiery, total, impla- 
cable, apocalyptic hatred, an image 
built, in one way or another, stated 
Or unstated, in interview after inter- 
view, chapter after chapter. 

And right from the start. The 
book opens in Dehaishe, a refugee 
camp in the West Bank between 
Jcrusalem and Elebron, the home of 
some 12,000 souls and a site of the 
recent rioting. Most of the residents 
have lived their entire lives in the 
camp; only their parents or grand- 

rents remember firsthand the vil- 
ages in Israet that they fled during 
the 1948 fighting between the newly 
established Jewish state and the 
Arab countries that invaded to de- 
stroy it. 

But if there's little firsthand mem- 
ory, there’s much that's secondhand 
and thirdhand, memory tumed into 
pining, keening myth. Nothing is as 
good now as it was then, back éhere. 
The water was sweeter, the vegete- 
bles fatter. A teenager, asked where 
she’s from, says Lydda, now Lod, 
the site of Ben-Gurion International 
Airport — a place she’s never seen 
but knows in idealized detail. The 
houses were as large as palaces. 
“And in every room ἃ hand-painted 
Carpet," she says. "And the land 
was wonderful, and the sky was al- 
ways blue.” Or a five-year-old boy 
whose grandfather fled Jaffa, and 
says he's from there himself. "And 
is it beautiful, Jaffa?" Mr. Cross- 
man asks. “ Yes," the boy answers. 
“It has orchards and vineyards and 
the sea." Neither child, apparently, 
bas any thought of actunfly visiting 
the lost p: hse. even though both, 
together with their parents und 
grandparents, casily could. “Only 
Wher we return,” the teenager says. 


Mr. Grossman suggests that for . 


the refugees fram the part of Pales- 
tine that became Israel — a minority 
of the Palestinians in the West Bank. 
but a majority of thase in Gaza -- 
reality stopped with the Palestinian. 
exodus in 1947 and 1Y48; time went 
on but not γα! life, even for those 
born decades Jater. For those. who 
fled ~ for those who were ast. ab- 
sorbed by the Arab countries but 
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were kept by them in refugee camps 
and told constantly that they must 
wait there until Israel was destroyed 
and they could return ~ wailing was 
everything. And waiting became ev- 
erything for their children as well, 
und for their grandchildren, and 
now, under Esracli occupation, their 
great-grandchildren -- waiting, hold- 
ing on and, Mr. Grossman repeated- 
ly shows us, hating. “We will not 
change," is their messuge, as Mr. 
Grossman read it during his visit 
curly last year. “We will remain be- 
fore you like a curse cast in 
cement.” 

‘The static quality of that curse 
may have undergone a transforma- 
tion in recent months, a change 
prodded not only by the recognition 
that their salvation won't come from 
their fetlow Arabs, but also that it 
won't come from waiting. We can 
see, from Mr. Grossman's account, 
that these lessons are absorbed at an 
early age in the refugee camps. Vis- 
iting a Dehaishe kindergarten, Mr. 
Grossman asks one of ils two young 
refugee teachers, “And who will 


help you retum to your village ~* 


Arafat?” 

“Arafat? Arafat is bourgeois,” 
one says. “He drives a Mercedes. 
He doesn't feel the suffering of the 
refugees. All the Fatah commanders 
have houses in Syria and the Gulf 
States. Arafat has no supporters 
here. Only we can represent 
ourselves.” 

“And if Arafat achieves a political 
settlement?” Mr, Grossman asks. 
“There is talk now of an internation- 
al conference, you know.” 

“Understand, “a teacher Teplies. 
“We are against Arafat, because 
Arafat wants peace. We want asolu- 
tion by force. What was taken by 
rthad will be returned by force. Only 
thus.” 

Little wonder, then, that a two- 
year-old child should get up sudden- 
ly in that class. point a plastic stick al 
Mr. Grossman and pretend to shuot 
him. “ *Who do you want to shoot?” 
the teachers ask, smiling, tike two 
mothers taking pride in a smart 
child. The reply: ‘Jews." " It ix these 
childeen, or their slightly older sib- 
lings, who have learned that through 
tocks and gasoline bombs they may 
yet uchieve their own salvation. And 
itis such children, and their Parents 
und teachers, who may have 
reached political conclusions τε. 
garding who should represent them 
~ or who should not -- that may be 
more widely held than thuse articu- 
lated by the Palestinian intellectuals. 
to whom must reporters usually 
speak ~ positions that almost invark 
ably identify the PLO as the sole, 
legitimate representative of the Pal- 
= in the West Bank and 

jaz. Ae 


But Mr. Grossman goes beyond 
the kindergarten. He enters zones of 
ordinary Palestinian life under occu- 
pation and recounts the grief and 
humiliation of a people whose ha- 
tred for the Israelis has grown as the 
occupation has dragged on. 

Mr. Grossman's capacity to make 
this journey - indeed, the energy 
that mobilizes him to make it - 
stems, in large measure, from his 
readiness to see in the Palestinian 
experience parallels to the Jewish 
one. The refugees’ all-powerful 
dream of the return reminds him of 
the vow "Next year in Jerusalem" 
uttered by Jews through two millen- 
nia of exile. Their idealization of the 
lost and beautiful land evokes lines 
from the medieval Hebrew poet Ju- 
dah Hulevy: "The taste of your sand 
= — More plevsant to my mouth than 
ἘΞ honey." And even a young boy, sit- 


Me ting atop a house in Dehaishe play- 


ing a comb wrapped in paper, seems 
4 to the author - what else? - a fiddler 


ἃ ona raul, 


LITTLE WONDER, then, that Mr. 
Grossman, an Israeli Jew, is able to 
sustain, with such determination 
and fidelity, his empathy for Pales- 
tinians, even those who wish to kill 
him - and little wonder, too, that he 
finds the refusal to adopt such em- 
pathy a flaw in the Wes! Bank Jew- 
ish settlers with whom he engages in 
rancoraus disputation. For him, one 
of the greatest ironies of the Zionist 
experience is the fact that-it has 
reversed the Jews’ traditional role, 
consistent through thousands of 
years, of being the powerless and 
victimized figures in world history. 

Another irony of the Zionist ex- 
perience for Mr. Grossman is that it 
has resulted in an occupation that 
has perhaps damaged the occupier 
ΠΟ less than it has the occupied. By 
maintaining control over unwilling 
Palestinians without granting them 
political rights; by employing a two- 
level system of justice, one for the 
Jews and one for the Palestinians 
under occupation; by having to re- 
press them with force in order to 
Stop their violent opposition; Israel, 
Mr. Grossman says, is destroying its 
own democratic soul. 

But perhaps the greatest irony is 
one that Mr. Grossman doesn’t 
note, but one that emerges from 
every chapter — the irony that, if he’s 
right, then he has undermined the 
solution to the problem that most of 
us will deduce from his writing. 

To be sure, Mr. Grossman 
doesn't spell out a solution, and 
some readers might object to any 
effort to draw political conclusions 
from a novelist's impressionistic re- 
portage. Still, whatever his profes- 
sional identity, Mr. Grossman has 
written a nonfiction work about a 
real and acute political situation, a 
book designed to teach and to affect 
the reader's perspective. It is there- 
fore a political work, no matter how 
he might want it to be read, and it 
has political implications. 

It becomes evident that Mr. 
Grossman believes that the occupa- 
tion has already deeply damaged 
what is best in Israel, and that if it 
continues, it may well destroy what 
is left. Based on this logic and these 
Observations, many readers, desper- 
ate for a solution, will conclude that 
ending the Occupation now -- per- 
haps by almost any means, whatever 
the danger — is preferable to altow- 
ing the damage to worsen. : 

But such a solution — whether or 
not Mr. Grossman is willing to take 
tesponsibility for favouring it -- is 
simply unrealistic if, everyt ing ‘that 
he shows us is correct. For if the 
Palestinian refugees will never -be 
satisfied unless they can rettirn to 
their original villages, and if it’s true 
that they are as full of hate for Jews 
as Mr. Grossman depicts, and so ; 
willing to wait forever to achieve 


their revenge, then no solution that 
the Israelis can devise, including a 
fast and compiete march out of the 
West Bank, would be enough. 

Even after such a unilateral ac- 
tion, the refugees, as they are de- 
picted by Mr. Grossman, would de- 
vote themselves to liberating their 
homeland, which is to say pre-1967 
Israel. And in this effort they would, 
presumably, be joined by the much 
larger group of Palestinian refugees 
in Syria, Jordan and elsewhere — 
from which, even before Israel occu- 
pied the West Bank and Gaza, were 
recruited the ranks of the PLO in 
order to liberate not the West Bank 
and Gaza but Jaffa, Haifa and 
Lydda. 

And itis, finally, Mr. Grossman’s 
dealing with only part of the whole 
problem and his failure to acknow!- 
edge the possible consequences of 
the solution that he implies that give 
The Yellow Wind its greatest power 
but impose its most crippling 
limitations. 

To many Israelis, the nightmare 
scenario comes easily: a Palestinian 
state is established in the West Bank 
and Gaza. Israel's geographic vul- 
nerability returns. Hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinian refugees 
flow into the new state, including all 
of the Palestine Liberation Organi- 
zation fighters. 

Calls grow ever louder for the sa- 
cred liberation of the rest of Pales- 
tine. Constant shellings, infiltrations 
and terrorism ensue. Israeli Arabs, 
who form the majority of the popu- 
lation in the western Galilee -- which 
was not assigned to Israel by the 
1947 United Nations partition plan 
but was won during the 1948 war -- 
mount incessant riots, demanding 
self-determination and union with 
the Palestinian state, a demand sup- 
ported at the UN by the nations of 
the third world and the East bloc. 

Shellings and infiltrations from 
the Palestinian state grow worse. 
Beirut-style chaos develops there as 
factions of the PLO massacre one 
another. The Syrians intervene. A 
massive war follows, involving a 
panoply of Arab powers. And tens 
of thousands of deaths, perhaps 
hundreds of thousands, result on 
both sides, with Israel, if it wins, 
ultimately re-occupying the West 
Bank and Gaza — an occupation 
greeted by worldwide condemna- 
tion, including that of America, 
since what is now being occupied is 
not disputed territories but a sover- 
eign state, - 


IF MR. GROSSMAN had been in- 
clined to be driven by such a night- 
mare ~ a nightmare that is, in sever- 
al of its parts, no more unlikely than 
many other possible outcomes of an 
Israeli withdrawal from the West 
Bank and Gaza — then his imagina- 
tion would have been as seared by 
fright as the imaginations of many 
other Israelis, and his readiness to 
empathize and become the harp of 
the Palestinians’ terrible song would 
have been rendered impossible. By 
Not succumbing to that nightmare, 
Mr. Grossman was able to summon 
Up the extraordinary human capaci- 
ty — evident in one segment of the 
Israeli population but not yet devel- 
oped, perhaps for understandable 
reasons, among the Palestinians — of 
being able to step into the enemy's 
shoes and feel his fears and his pain. 
We can only hope that it will-and 
‘hope, foo, that a Palestinian coun- 
ferpart to the author, capable of 
feeling the Israelis‘ predicament as 
keenly as David Grossman feels that 
of the Palestinians, will someday 
emerge to lead them on the danger- 
ous, imaginative and - necessary 
journey to empathy and recon- 
ciliation; ‘ : o 


(Reprinted by permission of The 
New. York Times) ες 
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SUCCESSFUL as early musical 


theatre was, it reached only a limited 
audience through Broadway, and it 
wasn't long before popular shows 
were restuged for the big screen. 
Last year, Broadway's longest- 
running show A Chorus Line, was Ὁ 
made into a movie which, for all its 
glitter and high-stepping dance num- 
bers, was a flop. But fifty years ago, 
even before the popular musical 
Showboat was made into an equally- 
popular film, movie musicals had 
become a distinct genre. Ten com- 
posers: Harold Arlen, Irving Berlin, 
George Gershwin, Jerome Kern, 
Jimmy McHugh, Cole Porter, Ralph 
Raininger, Richard Rodgers, Harry 
Warren and Richard Whiting, were 
responsible for this development. 
They wrote movie versions of their 
Broadway shows as well as creating 
original scores for Hollywood. This 
book focuses on these ten men, their 
lives, their work, and their songs. 


EACH chapter begins with an auto- 
biographical sketch of a composer, 
and summarises key facts apout his 
life prior to his work in theatre and 
film. It then describes in detail what 
the author considers the best of this 
particular composer's movies, and 
the mest outstanding songs. Hem- 
ming, the Reviews editor for Video 
Review, hosted also a daily radio 
programme devoted to Broadway 
and Hollywood musicals. He intends 
his book to be not only educational 
and entertaining for movie musical 
buffs, but to give video collectors 
tips for their own home film librar- 
ies. - 

The final section of each chapter 
provides a complete checklist of 
each composer's movies and songs, 
with indications which are available 
on soundtrack, videocasettes and 
video discs as of 1986. 


AFTER Irving Berlin's The Jazz 
Singer revolutionized the film indus- 
try, and christened the new era of 
talking films, he wrote theme songs 
for several other movie musicals, 


Minor key melody 


in “Notes on Broadway: Intimate Conversations with Browdway's 
Greatest Songwriters" (Firesidel/Simon & Schuster, $11.95), the award 
winning team of Al Kasha and Joel Hirschhorn discuss the musival, 
“America’s cultural gift te the performing ars." They talked to 30 
songwriters of the generation that succeeded those who appwar brlaw in 
Roy Hemming's book. These included Jerry Bock and Sheldon Har- 
nick (“Fiddler on the Roof’), John Kander and Ered Ebb ("Caha- 
re"), Marvin Hamlisch ("A Chorus Line") and Jerry Herman ("Hel- 
fo, Dolly!"), “Notes” is, ἐμή. obviously, a labour of love. A.B. 


THE MELODY LINGERS ON: The 
Great Songwriters and ‘Their Movie 
Musicals by Roy Hemming, New 
York, Newmarket Press. 388 pp. 
$29.98 


Andrea King 


including Mury Pickford's Coquette 
in 1929, At Jolson's Mammy in 1930, 
and Harry Richman's Puttin’ on the 
Ritz in 1930. But a year later, writes 
Hemming, disillusion with Huily- 
wood set in, and it was four years 
before Berlin felt that sound record- 
ing had sufficiently improved, and 
that his own work would be treated 
with the same respect that he had 
come to expect on Broadway. What 
changed his mind was Top Hat, the 
fourth Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers 
musical, produced in 1935 for RKO. 


This film, which Hemming pegs as 
the best of all the 1930s. original 
owsical comedies. is full of Art Deco 
sets, bright dialogues and remunee. 
Although the dan ren't as spua- 
{ππύ τ εν as they look ons 
lin’s scare, whieh inelud 
Cheek” and “Isn't This a Lovely 
Day to be Caught in the Rain.” has 
become a classic. 


THIS BOOK is interesting not only 
becuuse of Heniming’s obvious ex- 
pertise in the field. He has assem- 
bled many little-known facts from 
interviews and other books and 
autobiographies about the stars, the 
composers and the filming of the 
musicals. 

For instance, in Top Hat, Ginger 
Roger’s feathery costume caused 
Numerous problems throughout 
filming. The dress shed, and Astaire 


had ἃ tough time avoiding it and the 
feathers that fell τὸ the ground. 
Many more retakes than usual were 
shat because of this, 

All-star musical comedy reviews 
were turned out by almost every 
studio during the early talkie yearsof 
1929 and 1930. In Universal Pic- 
ture’s King of Jazz, George Ger- 
shwin wrote the music but did not 
make his film debut as so many have 
thought. The piano soloist perform- 
ing Gershwin's “Rhapsody in Blue” 
is not the composer, but Paul White- 
man’s pianist, Roy Bargy. Of 
course, Gershwin is there in his 
music. The “Rhapsody in Blue" 
number starts with a solo dancer, 
adorned with feathers atop a huge 
drum. Then the scene cuts to five 
pianists playing a giant keyboard of 
the largest baby-blue piano ever to 
grace the screen. At the commandof 
a_clarinet-playing magician, the 
piune’s lid: slowly opens, unt the 
entire Paul Whiteman orchestra 
rises from within, 

I you have never seen this classic 
scene, Hemming davs ἃ splendid 
job. through his description and 
photos, to bring it, with all its glitter 
an blue bnes, to tife for the reiler. 


IRA GERSEIWIN once stu that 
many of Harold Aglen’s songs bike 
time te catch on. but, once they du, 
they fast. Arlen, who freclanced 
with most major studios, unlike his 
conteniporanes, did not write that 
many songs. but they became suun- 
dards. He gave Judy G 
two songs that were idet 
her: “Over the Rainbow," from The 
Wizard of Oz in 1939, and “The Man 
that got Away,” from A Stur is 
Born, 1954. Like many of the great 
composers of his day, Arlen (barn 
Hyman Artuck) was Jewish. At a 
young age, he began singing in the 
choir of the synagogue where his 
father was cantor. He was encour- 
aged to study music seriously by his 
parents, who only made one restric- 
tive provision, that he avoid playing 
music on the Sabbath. 


black music, writes Hemming, 
he wrote eight Codon Club reviews 
between 1930 and 1934. The biggest 
hit of all was “Stormy Weather,” 
which was eventually made into a 
film. 


and 
ad 


Arlen had an affinity for jazz 


Showboat made Broadway history 


in 1927 and 1928, su itis ne surprise 
that it becume Jerome Kern's first 
screen musical. Hemming reviews 
the history of the disastrous first 
three-hour attempt to film Siew- 
boat. Seven years later the film was 
re-miude, and became one of the 
chissic screen musicals. 
Paul Robeson, who simply but 
movingly sung “Ole Man River.”* 


Wo starred 


COLE PORTER was the epiteme of 
the sophisticated, witty songwriter, 
and accurding ts Hemming touk 
great pleasure in being the best- 
known of America's WASP songwti- 
term, He once told Richard Rudpers, 
however, that the seeret of his suc- 
cess wis that he knew to wri 
ish tunes." based on 
melodies typical of Jewish musical 
tradition, which he believed furmed 


“Jew: 
weohey 


for pre-rock American pop 


nunc. 

Fremuniny adds a final chapter in 
tritate to these composers: whose 
Hpac was not as τα but who 
shoawht not be forsotten. They in- 


clude Nacie Herb Brown, Hoag 
Charmic I. Frank Loesser, 
Adhur Selvwarta, Fle Styne nl 
James Vin Heusen. Did you know, 
for instance, that when 1 : 
Bucall sang Hoagy Clatrmichuel's 
“How Litde We Know,” in her film 
debut, To Have and Have Not, she 
was dubbed by a teenager Andy 
Williams? 

This hook is for musical theatre 
and movie buffs. It vindicales the 
movies of the 1930s, 1940 and 
1950s, that were pussing enlertain- 
ment back then, but have survived 
changing musical and movie 
fashions, and still attract an audience 
today, thanks to video and to books 
like this. in] 


MARION MILNER, in fifty-one 
years of literary, publication, has 
never tried to put anything across 
but what moves her feelings. Be- 
cause of this, Virago, England’s 
feminist publisher, subtitles her new 
book “A Method in Diary Writing.” 
The same might be said for Mon- 
taigne's Essays, which in the Twen- 
‘ties influenced Milner to begin con- 
templative writing, or even Norman 


~ Douglas's 1911 Siren Land, men- 


tioned here because it too deals with 
a Mediterranean region where 
Greek cultural inheritance and 
Christianity are mixed together. 


However, if in 1911 Douglas was 
writing of “making short work of 
these mystic, creative-feminine 
dreamings,” in 1937 Milner, in her 
second book, Experiment in Leisure, 
was discovering the part of the mind 
-Whose access is through imagery and 
the temporary wiping away of logical 
thought, or in other words, “the 
body basis for intuitive thinking.” 
This took her into exploration of 
Cultural images, the coming upon an 
“answering activity” within herself 
which knew more than she, and into 
momentary states of broad focus or 
wide vision which might be termed 
mystic. Unfortunately, Experiment 
in Leisure was blitzed away in the 
1940 bombings of London, so that 
Only in 1986 did it become accessible 
in Virago’s reprint, along with her 
beginning exploration A Life of 
One's Own (both originally pub- 
- lished under the pen name of Joanna 
Field).- Otherwise, Milner would 
been a guide to Westerners 


z seeking - meditative wisdoms who 
- have gravitated to Eastern cultural 
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An inner something 


ETERNITY’S SUNRISE by Marion 
Milner. London, Virago Press. 180 
pp. £5.50. 


Jean Kadmon 


frameworks too harsh for spon- 
taneous creativity. 


WHAT IS remarkable about Milner 
is that her cléar mind and openness 
to new experience, when linked to 
the meditative way of Being and 
relating, have made her not only ἃ 
bridge to the first half of the century. 
but a creative voice in the second 
half. In 1950, On Not Being Able to 
Paint was published, a work used in 
art schools which examines the 
sources of creativity. As the jacket of 
Eternity’s Sunrise attests, she herself 
has become a first class painter, and 
she is well-known as a 
sychoanalyst. a colleague and 
fiend of Winnicott. Her 1967 cuse 
study, The Hands of the Living God 
{reviewed in April 1972 in The Jeru- 
salem Post), has become τὶ classic, 
and belies the prounouncement that 
schizophrenia is inaccessible to 
Freudian methods, while in 1988 her 
collected papers are to be published 
under the title: The Suppressed Muad- 
ness of Sane Men. , 
cars Sunrise, published for 
the first time in Virago's third paper- 
back of the series, is in general put 
together out of travel notes to 
Greece, Venice, Kashmir, and 
- Israel. The notes are based on souve- 


nirs, or memory beads on which 
Milner concentrates and elaborates. 
As travel notes the concentrations 
are rich and delightful. The reader is 
caught up by the charming pen of 
someone who long ago altended lec- 
tures in writing by E.M. Forster, and 
whose free spirit developed in the 
same intellectual climate as his and 
others of the Bloomsbury group. 
However, just as to call the work 
“diary writing” is an injustice, su itis 
to think of it as “travel.” The beads 
are actually a spontaneous way of 
thinking about living, Rooted as 
they are in Milner’s own sensory 
experience, the beads “act as bridges 
between the different levels of 
psychic functioning." 


ETERNITY'S SUNRISE returns to 
main themes in the other (wo paper- 
backs. The answering activily has 
hecome “an inner something, some- 
thing that can apparently be reached 
by varinus kinds of attention to the 
inside of the body, contacted rather 
than thought about, und combined 
with un inner silence thut resulls 
from the stilling of the chatter of 
thoughts.” Altogether the book 
deals with the role of cultural imag- 
ery in healing the mind-body split: “I 
plugged into a different kind of 
knowing. | went down, inside my- 
self, to find my weight, contact feet 
on the ground and found that I knew 
that I was breathing, feeling it like 
the stendy rhythm of the pillars... 
And now once more I climbed the 
huge steps into the Temple itself 


feeling like a child for whom the 
stairs at home must have seemed as 
huge as this..." And: “And then the 
Delphi charioteer, so still, every bit 
of his body permeated, imbued with 
his awareness, no image of himself 
split off from his body, synchronised 
with it.” 

The Greek beads for Milner's 
meditations are easily encompassed, 
but difficulty is posed for the reader 
when Milner fits in childhood- 
influenced concepts of Christianity. 
Like Kierkegaard, she sometimes 
makes a leap of faith accepting mira- 
cles, a surprise in the sister of Patrick 
Blackett, a physicist who worked out 
the mechanics of sinking sea floors 
and floating continents. The body- 
mind split seems only deepened until 
it is tealized that Milner in that 
particular set of notes is writing from 
the idea of the creative overlap in the 
meeting of opposites -- part of the 
mind's wider facus encompassing 
contradiction. In other notes she 
may be writing her doubts, so that a 
pleasure of the book is a sense uf her 
searching fragility. In the long run, 
her linking Christian images to in- 
fant mental development and bady 
states is huminating, and (he main 
spirit in Evernity’s Sunrise is influ- 
enced most by William Blake, from 

whose lines: “Kiss each joy us it 
flies/And five in Sma ee sunrise,” 
Milner took her tithe. Although Mil- 
ner reveals little of her personal life, 
one [vars that in her seventies she 
was uot only dancing, but, like vur 
own B-G, standing on her head. 


THE MAIN memory beads of Mil- 
ner's 1975 Holy Land-tsrael visit did 
nol concem miracles but were ἢ 


THE JERUSALEM POST MAGAZINE ; 


black Beduin tent near Tabha, two 
wild goats clashing horns above Ein 
Gedi, and ber own shocked finger 
painting after a visit to Yad Veshem. 
the Beduin tent memory bead is 
one of the images which speak of an 
inward turning into the muds and 
dust of nothingness where things 
happen on their own and from which 
spring fresh understandings and vital 
mood: “What then. the private 
meaning, private for me? Just a 
restating of the paradox that it’s 
going inwards, to the inner empti- 
ness, the Beduin tent, that brings 
the outer richness?” Later para- 
graphs on Tie Bathers by Seurat. 
with its hints of pointilliste techni- 
que, give the realization that the 
“becoming dust is actually eon- 
sciousness pervading each of one’s 
own cells. 

Towards the end of Eternity’s Sun- 
rise, Milner has become interested in 
the Kabbala's having worked out a 
Progression of body-mind states, 
and she wonders if Freud himself 
was not influenced by it, Althaugh 
ΙΧ] yours after the beginnings of 
Freud's discoveries, Eternity's Sun- 
rise does not transform their benign 
developments inte cultural signposts 
for a small gitl or small boy who 
might walk on the moon, but itis a 
treasure chest of unexpected in- 
sights. Even though Virago was 
stingy in the number of “memory 
bends” illustrating the text (10 in all 
including three paintings by Mil- 
ner}, and left out Givrgione's pic- 
ture of the Gypsy and the Soldier 
which is the title for a whole chap- 
fez, it can be praised for adding u 
new paperback of Milner's to the 
twa reprints. [5] 
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